The “Chimes” — December 2009

Bethel United Methodist Church
402 West Plane Street -- Bethel, Ohio 45106
Phone: (513) 734-7201 -- Fax: (513) 734-7229
Email — bethelumc@fuse.net
Web page — www.bumcinfo.org
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Christmas Devotional Thought : Afriend told Pastor Kenneth Sauer, "You know Ken, when | was
a child I used to be afraid to go to sleep because | would have terrible nightmares. Now the nightmares
begin when | wake-up." We sometimes tremble in the face of earth-shaking events in our lives. A
relationship ruptures. The economy nose dives. Money is tight and bills pile up. Wars and terrorist
threats unsettle us. Surrounded by unsettling events, we feel fear rising up inside us. Dozens of times in
the Bible, including the annunciation of Jesus’ birth to the shepherds, we’re told, “Do not be afraid.” Their
natural response to the supernatural was one of fear. Yet, the event was filled with good news for them.
If frightening events occur, might it be helpful to look for some good news in the midst of the trauma. A
man once confessed to me that his cancer was the best thing that ever happened to him! Why? He said
it moved him to settle his decision for God and become a Christian. Is there some fearful event in your
life right now that can bring some good news into your life if it is seen through the eyes of faith? I've
heard it said that “man’s extremity is God’s opportunity.” When we’re pressed beyond the limits of
human ability, God has the opportunity to display his grace and power in such a way that all will know
that the resulting victory must be credited to God, and not to our human ingenuity.

Join us for Advent Worship Services - Join us for Sunday morning worship
, services for the four Sundays of Advent, November 29, December 6, 13, and 20. Honor

God's gift of Christ by giving the gift of your presence in worship. Advent candle
readings will be featured at each service.

Advent

Community Choir Musical — December5 & 6 - A 47 voice Community Choir representing 9
churches will present “The Promise of Light, ” a wonderful Christmas musical at 6:00 P.M. on both
Saturday, December 5 and Sunday, December 6. The special music will feature four handed piano
accompaniment by Irina Hall and Elaine Ellis, as well as percussion, bell choir and
synth instrumental accompaniment. Babysitting will be provided. If you cannot
attend either evening presentation, you may attend the open dress rehearsal on
Sunday, November 29 at 1:00 p.m. The Fun and Fellowship Committee will offer
refreshments for both evening presentations. An offering will be received for the
local relief efforts of the Bethel Ministerial Association. (See additional details
elsewhere in this newsletter on our website at www.bumcinfo.org )

Singles Christmas Lunch on Saturday, December 19 - Adult Singles of the church are
invited to the Bowdle’s parsonage for a Christmas Lunch on Saturday, December 19, at 12:30 P.M.
Lunch will be provided for you. Please sign up on the bulletin board at the church by the Welcome
Center. If you are single please join us, even if you have not been able to attend before. The parsonage
is located at 448 South Main St. in Bethel.
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Chf/dl’eﬂ}s Children’s Christmas Musical — December 13 -  Our children will present

: “Santa Bowed at Christmas,” on Sunday evening, December 13, at 6:00 p.m. It's a
US]C& touching, unique treatment of the Christmas story, complete with good music and
dialogue. Following the musical, there will be refreshments in the fellowship hall,
and children may visit with Santa and receive a special gift. Linda Smith is
directing the music, and Nadine Smith is directing the drama. (See more details
elsewhere in the newsletter or on our website at www.bumcinfo.orq)

Christmas Eve Services - December 24 ™ - Bless your family with a

special family tradition of attending our Christmas Eve Services.

6:00 P.M. -- Traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight & Communion
Service with our Adult Choir, and Special Music.

11:00 P.M. -- Contemporary Christmas Eve Candleligh t & Communion
Service with our Contemporary Worship Team.

Reach One For Christ This Christmas - This Christmas season
would be a wonderful time to fulfill your year-long goal to reach someone for
Christ this Christmas. Invite a friend to join you for services this Christmas
season.

Christmas Greetings - Janet and | send our love and Christmas
greetings to you and your circle of family and friends! We thank you for your
open hearts and helping hands as we work side-by-side to extend Christ’s
love to our church family, and surrounding community. May the Lord
continue to bless you with the power and presence that God gives to us in
his Son, Jesus Christ. Merry Christmas, and God Bless You!!

Church Leadership Planning Retreat — January 8 & 9 - All members of
the Administrative Board and Council on Ministries of the church should reserve the
second weekend in January for a Church Leadership Planning Retreat. It will begin
Friday night, January 8, from 7:00 — 9:30 P.M. and continue at 8:00 A.M. Saturday
morning through 4:00 P.M. Saturday afternoon on January 9. We will meet on site
here at the church. Breakfast and Lunch will be provided on Saturday.

Merry Christmas,

In the same manner in which we clean and prepare our homes in the anticipation of welcomed guests
and family members this Christmas season, let us also prepare our hearts in anticipation of the Lord's
coming. Christ, our most honored and eagerly anticipated guest, desires to meet with us in a heart
prepared for his arrival. So eager is he to meet with us that he offers to help us with our spiritual
housecleaning, working with us; creating a resting place for Himself within our hearts. Katherine Walden
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Luke 2: 6-8 While they were there, the time came for the balmetborn, and she gave birth to her
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths andgtbhim in a manger, because there was no room
for them in the inn. And there were shepherdadiaut in the fields nearby, keeping watch over
their flocks at night. (NIV)

Of course, we know who the baby is, Jesus. As well as Mary is the mother. But who are these men,
these shepherds? And, why is itimportant to the story? The author, Luke, could just as easily have said
there were farmers, shopkeepers, tradesmen, wives, or others that were out that night. After all, the little
town was crammed full of people! So much so, that Joseph and Mary had to go to where they kept the
animals. So, what's the deal? If you think about it...hnmmmm...most likely the shepherds would have
been the only group of people out at night. Everyone else was probably bone tired and asleep, but the
shepherds had to stay awake so they could watch over the sheep, protecting them, shielding them. They
would be the ones who would know if anything strange was going on around the town. What incredible
sights they must have seen in days past, meteor showers, lunar eclipses, and now this strange star. And
that didn’t compare to what is about to happen!!!

Yet, Luke never mentions these men by name. They are...well, they are you and me. We are people
who may never have a story written about us. Never make it into a history book or even the Guinness
Book of World Records. The best we may hope for is to be listed in the family Bible for births, marriages,
deaths, and where it lists the family tree. But, you know, that’s exactly where we need to be, in the Bible;
in God'’s History, as well as His future. We are born into His kingdom through the acceptance of Jesus
as our Lord and Savior. We have buried our old self and are reborn a new creature. We join in the
marriage feast of the Lamb. WE have become a part of the family tree of God! Out of obscurity, in the
darkness, we have been given the opportunity for great Joy Everlasting.

Yes, the shepherds were watching and they were waiting. The wait is over. They, and we, have come to
know Him. May we be as moved as the shepherds were. May we tell others what we know, of what God
has done for us this day. Have a blessed Merry Christmas.

Thanks to everyone who sent the Pastor Appreciation cards and gifts in October. It was really special to
receive the notes from the children of the church as well. You are all loved and treasured! God bless.

| want to thank Teresa Baudendistel, of Bethel Floral Boutique, for the
flowers and balloons donated for the church’s hospital ministry. They
are so good to fix something up, even at the last minute. We want to
bless other people and “Show God’s Love” in simple and practical ways.
You may have some ideas, too. Thanks, Pastor Steve
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December “Fun Stations” — The theme for December Sunday morning Children’s Fun Stations during
our 9:30 — 10:45 A.M. Sunday School Hour will center around the wonderful Christmas story. Children
will be doing some Christmas crafts.

Children’s December Memory Verse is “And the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for behold, |
bring you good news of a great joy which shall be for all the people.” (Luke 2:10) God can use these
implanted Bible truths to guide and bless our children’s lives for decades.

“Keeping Cozy With Christ’'s Love”  During December, children will be collecting mittens, gloves, hats
and socks. The items will be shared with people in our community who need to experience Christ’s love.
Children may bring the items to Fun Stations or Promiseland. There will also be a bin in the BUMC
lobby. Cash donations will also be accepted. Children might like to bring their donations to the Birthday
Party for Jesus on Sunday, December 20.

Pre-School Story on December 8  -- All pre-school children and their moms, dads, grandparents or
other caregivers are invited to a pre-school Christmas story hour on Tuesday, December 8, from 10:00 —
11:00 a.m. Denise Strimple has kindly invited us to her home at 2413 Bethel Hygiene Road. Miss Janet
will be there with Ted, our puppet friend, and there will be stories and surprises.

Christmas Breakfast with the Shepherd’s and Angels December 12 - A special new event is
planned for this Christmas season. On December 12, 2009, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., there will
be a Christmas breakfast in the Fellowship Hall. Enjoy a breakfast, hear the Christmas story, do a
fun craft and sing Christmas Carols. See another article with additional details in the section of the
Chimes by our Missions Committee, which is sponsoring this event.

“Santa Bowed at Christmas” Musical Coming December 13 — This year’s children’s musical will be
presented on Sunday, December 13, at 6:00 p.m. “Santa Bowed at Christmas” is a story about a man
who loses his joy for living, helping others and celebrating Christmas. Surprisingly, this man is the village
Santa at the local store where all the children gather to bring their lists, hopes and dreams for a
wonderful holiday. As they gather to sit on his knee, they soon realize this man’s joy has been replaced
by loneliness, and Christmas has no meaning to him. Come and see how Santa’s heart is changed.
Following the musical, there will be refreshments and children may visit with Santa and receive a gift.

Children’s Christmas Story Hour December 20 —On Sunday , December 20 at 6:00 p.m., a Christmas
Story Hour is planned. It will be held in the library area of the church. Children are invited to wear their
pajamas if they would like. The true meaning of Christmas will be shared through stories. There will also
be time to share some refreshments and warm Christian friendship around a lighted Christmas tree.
Parent or grandparents are invited to enjoy the sights and sounds of Christmas with their children. Each
child will also take home a small gift.

Birthday Party for Jesus December 20 — On December 20 a part of our Sunday morning Children’s
Classes will include a Birthday Party for Jesus. Children are invited to bring canned goods, children’s
mittens or children’s gloves to place in a manger to celebrate Jesus’ birth. We will also have a birthday
cake as we remember the real reason for the season.
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Donations of cookies are requested. Please sign
up by the stained glass dove in the lobby.
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Starting November 14, 2009 the Kitchen of Hope
will be on a two month trial period here at Bethel
United Methodist Church. The Kitchen of Hope
is an outreach program to provide a hot basic
meal such as hot soup and sandwiches for those
in need financially and spiritually. We plan to
have the kitchen open on Saturday’s from 11:00
am to 1:00 pm.

There are so many in our communities who are
hurting, not only financially but also spiritually.
As Christians we are called to do God's work and
give our help. We hope and pray this effort will
give us an opportunity to open our hearts to the
community and allow us to create a church
environment of fellowship that reaches everyone
in need in the name of Jesus Christ. What more
wonderful loving way to have the opportunity to
be disciples for Christ! Jesus fed multitudes
with five loaves of bread and two fish. Mark 6:41
He will bring the needy to us to be fed.

The program was originally announced Sunday,
November 1 during morning services. The
response was amazing. Many volunteered to
spend their time to cook and work the first
Saturday. | want to take this opportunity to thank
all of you that have volunteered your time. God
will bless you in so many ways for the love that
you show others.

The kitchen will be open December 26, the day
after Christmas. If you would like to help please
let me know. Thank you.

Brenda Braden



Women’s Council will be having the first event
for the New Year, 2010 Come and join us on
Monday, January 25" at 7:00 PM at the church
where we will have * dessert/tea and coffee,” with
Kathy Angel from the Blessed Nest Tea Room.
Come and hear Kathy share her testimony about
how she came to open the Blessed Nest and
how God has worked in her life. You won’t want
to miss it!

/" & 1 #

The BUMC Children's Council is sponsoring an
outreach called, "Keeping Cozy in Christ's Love."
It is a mittens, gloves, hats, and socks drive!!
Our goal is to have enough new mittens, gloves,
hats, and socks donated to our drive that we can
in turn donate them to the following Bethel
community locations: Bethel Caring Closet (Bick
Primary School), The Free Store Clothing
Ministry (BUMC), and the new BUMC Soup
Kitchen Project. Beginning November 15th
through December 25th new mittens, gloves,
hats, and socks can be donated at all church
services and in Sunday school classes. If your
preference is to make a monetary donation, that
can be done through Janet Bowdle and all
donations will go to the purchase of more items
for the drive. Help the Children's Council reach
out to help those in our community who need to
be "Keeping Cozy in Christ's Love!"

Thank you!
Stacey Bailey
Children's Council
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On Sunday evening, November 8" we
presented and the church approved a budget for
2010 of $513,040. This budget contains
increases in health insurance costs for our staff
members who are covered by BUMC. It also
reflects our desire to hold fast to our strong
missions focus. In order to attain this budget
number, we had to make reductions to many of
the ministry budgets. These reductions came
after carefully reviewing the actual expenditures
for 2007, 2008 and 2009. Copies of the full
budget are available from the Church office and
will be included in the January 2010 Chimes.

| pray that each of you will be blessed during this
most holy season and will fully experience the
love of Christ. | wish you a very Merry
Christmas!

If you have questions or suggestions for the
Finance Committee, please contact Debby
Redden (513) 734-6567 (2™ Service).
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The BUMC Adult Singles wishes everyone a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! God is
good all of the time....... Our next meeting will be
in January.

Nancy Holcomb



The 50's and Over Group will meet at the
parsonage with Pastor and Janet Bowdle on
Friday, December 11th at 5:30 P.M. for our
Christmas covered dish dinner. We are to bring
a $5.00 gift exchange to make it fun. Men
should bring a gift for a man, and ladies a gift for
alady. Please have them marked that way. We
will have more information in the church bulletin,
and on the sign-up sheet. If we can carpool that
would be helpful since the ground is soft at this
time of year. Some of us could meet at the
church and ride together to cut down on the
number of cars parking at the parsonage.

Last year we took up a collection to adopt a
senior through the Clermont Senior Citizens
group, and Pastor Bowdle was then able to help
a family in our church. We will discuss this at
our November gathering, and decide what we
want to do this year.

Did you see us at the polls? The Missions
Committee provided gallons and gallons of
coffee and dozens of pastries at the school and
community center voting locations, 6:30-11:30
am on Election Day. The outreach was well
received and especially appreciated by the poll
workers. A special thanks to Greg and Sandy
Bauer for getting up very early to get the first
pots of coffee brewing.

Parents and grandparents, please consider
bringing your young ones to the "Breakfast with
the Shepherds and Angels.” Watch for the sign-
up dates on Nov. 29, and Dec. 2, 6, and 9th in
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the lobby. There will be a morning of activities to
keep the emphasis on Christ during the
Christmas season.

Our last mission activity for 2009 is the
Christmas party for the Foster Families, Dec.
17". We are asking for assistance with desserts
and helpers. Please check the sign-up board in
the lobby. Your helping hands are greatly
appreciated. The Mission Committee especially
appreciates the visit by Mr. & Mrs. Claus.

Mission Committee chairs want to thank our
committee members for their hours of service
and talents throughout the year. We also want to
thank all those who supported the mission work
of the UMC through their service, time, and
financial support: clothing ministry and clothing
donations, mission trips, school bags, cleaning
supplies, chili, desserts, Pregnancy Center Walk-
a-Thon, diapers, and other activities. By your
effort, the BUMC has been Connecting in Christ,
Each One Reaching One. May God bless you!
Terrie Koeppe and
Margaret Miller, Co-chairs

2 . !

At our November meeting we had ten ladies
present. We had a very interesting program by
Lillian Bennington; devotions were by Marie.
Everyone enjoyed tasty food provided by Joan
and Marie. THANK YOU LADIES!

Our meeting this month will be our Christmas
party, “secret sister” revealed, and Fruit Plates to
deliver. Come and have fun with us on
December 8, at 7 pm at church — All Ladies of
the church are welcome!  Hostesses will be
Brenda Braden, Joan Taylor, and Marie Pelfrey.
Devotions will be given by Janet Bowdle; games
by Lillian Bennington. Please bring a finger food
or a dessert to share. Remember to bring a $10
gift for the gift exchange.

Linda Davisson



(For Our Pastors)
Sr. Pastor — Bill Bowdle
Children’s Pastor — Janet Bowdle
Associate Pastor — Steve Fultz
Youth Pastor — Dustin Nimmo
Director of Shut-ins — Mariem White
Please place your gift in the envelope inserted in
the Chimes and drop it in the offering plate
by December 13th.

The family of Prentice Meddings would like to

tank the church for their generous delicious

meal. Thank you to Pastor Bowdle, Janet

Bowdle and Pastor Fultz for the many visits and

calls. We appreciated all the kindness that was
shown to us at this difficult time.

Martha Meddings and Family

Mark and Lorrie Garrod and Family

Gerald and Carolyn Pollitt and Family

Cindy Meddings,

Terry Meddings and Family

Prayer Chain Contacts

Daytime: Larea Grause

c/o bumcpray@gmail.com
Evening: Bonnie Cochran

c/o bonniecochran56@msn.com

Chimes Newsletter Contact
Beverly Gangwer

c/o bjgangwer@gmail.com
Or call 752-5815 after 6:00 pm
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The Bethel Community choir will present “The
Promise of Light” for Down Home Christmas
weekend on both Saturday, December 5 and
Sunday, December 6, at 6:00 pm. “The
Promise of Light” is a musical celebration of
God's gift of eternal light to mankind. Original
music is blended with traditional Christmas
Carols and songs to tell the timeless story of
Christ, the Light of the World.

A special addition to this musical is the 4-hand
piano accompaniment played by Irina Hall and
Elaine Ellis. These two classically trained
pianists give this performance an extra
outstanding effect. Irina received her MA from
the Ural State Conservatory in Russia. Elaine,
earned an MA from the Ohio State University
in piano pedagogy. Irina Hall serves as the
pianist for Bethel United Methodist Church,
and teaches private piano and voice students.
Elaine Ellis is an intervention specialist at
Monroe Elementary School in the New
Richmond School District.

This musical utilizes percussion instruments
played by Eric Brink and Larea Grause. Pam
Allen will play the synth keyboard to provide
lush sounds, giving the traditional music a
stirring new feel. A sparkle of the hand bell
choir, directed by Lee-Anne Richter, adds a
wonderful sound to the program.

Rhonda Bennett, directing the musical
production with 47 voices representing 9 area
churches, has organized and energized this
group of talented people to produce a program
not to be missed. A "Love Offering” will be
taken to help support the Bethel Ministerial
Association. The program is open to the
public. Babysitting will be provided.
Refreshments will be served following both
performances by the church's Fun and
Fellowship Committee. If you cannot attend
either evening presentation, you may attend
the open dress rehearsal on Sunday,
November 29 at 1:00 p.m.
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