
-- 1 -- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dustin Nimmo Appointed As A Hyde Park UMC Associate  on January 15 
 
Dustin Nimmo will conclude his ministry here at Bethel United Methodist church by mid-January in 
order to accept his upcoming appointment to one of the associate pastor’s positions at the Hyde Park 
Community United Methodist Church in Cincinnati on January 15. Having recently completed his 
training for Local Pastor’s status, Dustin is eligible for appointive status.  He has served our 
congregation for four years and eight months.  We congratulate Dustin on this next step in his 
pastoral preparation and ministry, and send him forward with appreciation for his ministry in our 
church.  He has blessed our youth and young adults with a wonderful period of attentive ministry, 
including the establishment of a new Sunday morning worship service which first met in the 316 
house, but now meets in our chapel.   We are also grateful for Jamie’s volunteer efforts by Dustin’s 
side. 
 
Plans for Dustin’s final January 10 Sunday Service and Sendoff Include :   
 

¨̈¨¨   Preaching :  Dustin will preach in all three worship services on Sunday, January 10.   
¨̈¨¨   Meal:   At 12:15 p.m. following the morning services, there will be a covered dish meal in 

honor of Dustin and Jamie in the Multipurpose Room.  Sunday School Classes and Small groups are 
being surveyed to provide various foods.  If you’ve not signed up through one of those groups, just 
bring the typical covered dish food item(s) of your choice. 

¨̈¨¨   Roast:   After the meal, we’ll move back into the sanctuary for a “roast” of Dustin, led by 
members of the Youth Council.    

¨̈¨¨   Gift:  You are invited to participate in a special collection for Dustin’s “going-away gift.”  The 
contributions will be used to purchase a pulpit robe for Dustin’s use in his new parish, and any 
remainder will be given as a cash gift.   Gift’s can be submitted from now through Sunday morning, 
January 10.  Submit the gift to the church in an envelope clearly earmarked for “Dustin’s Robe.”  If 
submitting a gift by check, also clearly mark the check for “Dustin’s Robe.” 
 
Youth Ministry Plans and Personnel Search 
 
By the time you receive this newsletter, we aim to have interim coverage arranged for covering our 
youth ministry and the 10:45 Chapel Service on a month by month basis, to permit time for a Youth / 
Young Adult Pastor Search Committee to search for a permanent replacement.  It will be staffed with 
representatives from both the Staff Parish Relations Committee and the Youth Council.   (Resumes 
will be welcomed and received by attached file at the following email address: 
bumcyouthpastor@gmail.com )   Youth Council Chairs, Barbara McKee (incoming) and Glenn Beyer 
(outgoing), and the Youth Council intend to work with an interim youth pastor and volunteers from the 
Youth Council to maintain a strong youth ministry as the search process goes forward. 

 

The “Chimes” – January 2010 
Bethel United Methodist Church  
402 West Plane Street  -- Bethel, Ohio 45106 
Phone:  (513) 734-7201 -- Fax:  (513) 734-7229 

Email – bethelumc@fuse.net 
Web page – www.bumcinfo.org   

 

 



-- 2 -- 

New Year’s Dedication Service: 
On January 3, 2010 , as a part of the service to kick off the New Year, we’ll circle the sanctuary at the 
end of each service, and consecrate ourselves, the congregation, and our family to God. You are invited 
to bring favorite, brief scriptural promises to that service that can be called out to the congregation as 
signs of God’s encouragement to us.   
 
Church Leadership Planning Retreat – January 8 & 9   -  All Administrative 
Board and Council on Ministries members of the church should reserve the second 
weekend in January for a Church Leadership Planning Retreat.  It will begin Friday 
night, January 8, from 7:00 – 9:30 P.M. and continue at 8:00 A.M. Saturday morning 
through 4:00 P.M. Saturday afternoon on January 9.  We will meet on site here at the 
church.  Breakfast and Lunch will be provided on Saturday.  See details elsewhere in 
the Chimes. 
 
February 17, 2010  – Ash Wednesday Service  – 7:00 P.M. – This “Come-And-Go-As-You-Will” 
service will be held in the Bethel UMC Chapel between 7:00 and 8:00 P.M. Come anytime during that 
hour, and stay as briefly as you wish, or for the full hour, for meditation, prayer, quiet communion, and 
marking of the forehead or hand with the sign of the cross of ashes.   
 
New Members Classes Wednesdays, February 10, and 24 , from 6:30-8:00 P.M. 
You will meet in the Pastor’s office to hear key information about our faith, the United Methodist Church, 
and the meaning of membership, so you can be well-prepared to make your decision about membership 
in this church.  The Wednesday classes coincide with Pioneer Club, which furnishes children’s 
programming for your children during those same hours.  Please contact Pastor Bowdle at 734-6786 or 
at RevBowdle@fuse.net to register for the two classes.  New members will be received into membership 
at the Joint Worship Celebration Service on Sunday night, March  7, 2009, at 7:00 P.M.  If these evening 
classes are in conflict with prior commitments, let Pastor Bowdle know, and he may be able to set up 
alternative meeting times for you. 
 
Covered Dish Meal & Joint Worship Celebration March  7  
 

¨̈¨¨   A 6:00 P.M.  Soup, Sandwich, Salad & Dessert meal will be held in the Fellowship Hall to 
bless us with fellowship and food. 
   

¨̈¨¨   At 7:00 P.M. a Joint Worship Celebration  will warm our spirits, and unite all our worship 
services for a special evening together.   New members will be received in this service of song and 
celebration. 
 
THANKS - Janet and I express our thanks to the congregation for your kind expressions of Christmas 
sharing with your cards, greetings, and gifts.   We have been blessed in so many ways, and we are truly 
grateful!    In addition, I’m grateful for your faithful financial support for the many ministries of Bethel 
United Methodist Church throughout the ups and downs of a challenging 2009 economy.  THANK YOU! 
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David wrote this while he was in a wilderness.  It’s a great psalm, as are many of them.  How we should 
long for God and the things of God!  David goes on say that God’s love is better than life and that he will 
glorify and praise Him.  Do you know Him in this way?  Do you understand the measure of Love God has 
shown us?  Yes, we have just gone through a season of celebrating the birth of Jesus.  Now, we may 
begin to move into a dry and weary land.  It’s hard to stay on the mountain top.  We have to come down 
at some time and we have to ask ourselves, “What can I take with me when I go into the valley of the 
shadows…?”  Carry your treasured memories of when you first met Jesus.  Remind yourself of how you 
felt that day.  Times of refreshing are needed 

Are you in a dry and weary land?  When you look at the world around you, does it feel like you are just 
moving on a treadmill?  Do you have an inner joy that permeates into the dryness?  Are you starting a 
new diet this New Year?  May I suggest a diet of bread and water?  What, you say?!  Well, I was thinking 
that we should have a daily regimen of seeking God.  We need to pray to Him.  Seek Him in our daily 
walk.  Praise Him for all things.  Confess our shortcomings.  And, listen…just be still and listen.  We need 
the freshness of the Living Waters.  Jesus is our Living Water, our Bread of Life.  Make Him a steady diet 
this year.  Let Him fill your cup to overflowing; take His Word into yourself.  Make it a part of your daily 
discipline.  We have The Upper Room and Our Daily Bread books by the water fountain, as well as on 
our website.  They are a wonderful way to begin a daily devotion of taking in His Word.  Don’t trudge 
through the dry and weary land alone.  Share with someone you can trust and take this Bread and Water 
with you that you may be fed and not thirst.  God bless, and Happy New Year! 
 
 

���������	
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The next Newcomers’ Luncheon will take place on January 11 after the 10:45 service.  This is a good 
time for those who have recently started attending to find out what we have to offer at Bethel United 
Methodist Church.  Meet the staff and have a pizza lunch for the whole family on us.  Watch for 
announcements and sign-up sheet.  (Please list if there are small children as childcare will be provided if 
needed.) 
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JANUARY 2010 - CHIMES ARTICLES FROM JANET BOWDLE 
 
Thanks for Children’s Musical Help 
Special thanks goes to all the children and adults who were a part of the Christmas Musical, “Santa 
Bowed at Christmas.” You helped all those who attended to remember the real reason for the 
season. Thanks for sharing with us boys and girls! 
 
Children’s Outreach for January 
Each month we plan to offer an opportunity for children to learn the joy of sharing with others. For the 
month of January, children are invited to bring gently used clothing for the clothing store. 
 
Pioneer Club 
God is blessing us with a great year at Pioneer Club. We have a great group of children from our own 
church plus many who do not attend church. It has been a blessing to see some families attend our 
church after first coming to Pioneer Club. We will begin our 2010 session on January 13th. All children 
from age 3 through 7th grade are invited to attend. 
 
Flock that Rocks 
The Flock that Rocks will be practicing from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. on Sunday’s beginning on January 
10th.  This would be a great time for children from Kindergarten – grade six to join the group. 
 
HUGS 
All Pre-Schoolers and their caregivers are invited to a play time at 10:00 a.m. each Tuesday morning 
in the church nursery. 
 
Pre-School Story & Activity Hour 
All Pre-schoolers and their moms, dads, grandparents or other caregivers are invited to a pre-school 
story and activity hour on Tuesday, January 19th from 10:00-11:00 a.m. Please look for Janet 
Bowdle in the church nursery. We will have stories, do a craft, play a game and enjoy some 
refreshments together. There will also be a visit from a puppet friend. The HUGS group will be joining 
us.  
 
Kids Club 
Our January event will be on January 17 from 4:00-5:30 p.m. There will be games, food, and prizes. 
Come and join the fun as we learn how God’s Word helps us make good decisions.  
 
Children’s Talent Show Coming In February 
The children of the church are invited to begin planning what they would like to do for an upcoming 
Children’s Talent Show.  Children are invited to sing, play an instrument, share a poem, or share 
another talent.  There will also be an area to display collections and art work.  We want to celebrate 
the many gifts God has given our children. 



-- 7 -- 

 

 

+����
��,���-	�  
This is a friendly reminder about our Women’s 
Council event coming up on Monday, January 
25, 2010, 7:00 p.m. at the church.  Come and 
enjoy “Dessert/Tea and coffee” with our speaker 
and special guest Kathy Angel from the Blessed 
Nest Tea Room. Kathy will share her testimony 
about how she came to open the Blessed Nest 
and how God has worked in her life. You won’t 
want to miss it! 
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WOW!!  Time is going by fast! When I was in 
high school my mother told me, “Slow down.  
“Time will fly by when you get older.”  I didn't 
believe it then but I do now.  Now weeks seem 
like days and months seem like weeks. 
 
This is a time of need for so many people.  The 
harvest is ripe and as a church we don't want to 
miss this opportunity to serve others.  Brenda 
talked with Bethel schools last week and they 
told her that over 50% of the kids in school 
participate in the free or reduced cost lunch 
program.  These numbers include kids that never 
before participated in the program and are now 
in need.   
 
Churches need to plan to do what they can to 
meet the community’s needs.  I feel Bethel 
United Methodist Church is working in that 
direction, but I am not sure how to get other 
churches in our community on board with us.  I 
am aware that Faith Chapel has started a pantry 
for the needy.  But we need more participation.  
The time is ripe for Christians to show our 
community we care.  We need to not only show 
love to our community through our gifts but, also 
share with them the most important gift we have 

to share- the gift of everlasting life through Jesus 
Christ.   
 
Brenda and I have been very concerned that 
there are so many needy people in our 
community.  I am sure God will bless all of our 
hard work for glory of His kingdom with the help 
of the church. What can we do?  For starters we 
can pray.  
 
Thank you to all for showing your love to the 
people in our community.   
 

 Lee Braden/ Evangelism 
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The Fun and Fellowship Committee  

Invites all to the Clermont YMCA  
On Saturday, January 16 th  

From 6:30-10:00 p.m. 
 

There will be swimming, basketball, ping-pong, 
board games and more.  The cost will be $10.00 
per family or $3.00 per person. Watch for the 
sign up sheets in the narthex.   Please bring a 
snack and a two liter pop to share.  Don’t forget 
your towel and swim suit.  We can’t wait to see 
you there!  
 

��� �� ���  
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!   Can you believe it is 
twenty-ten—seems like we just celebrated the 
new millennium.  As you can see our giving for 
November was not very good, and as of the end 
of November, we are behind budgeted need by 
$14,394.  On the positive side, our spending has 
also remained conservative and we have a 
current fund balance of $74,618, which we 
consider to be very good. 
 
As shared last month, we have adopted a 
budget of $513,040 for 2010.  This reduces our 
weekly need to $9,867 which was our original 
budgeted need for 2009.  We ask that you 
continue to offer prayers for the Finance 
Committee as we embark on a new year and I 
am sure new challenges.   
 
If you have questions or suggestions for the 
Finance Committee, please contact Debby 
Redden (513) 734-6567 (2nd Service). 
 

��� �� ���  
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We are going out, and we are bringing them 
in!  We went out into our community on 
December 5th and gave handouts to people in 
Bethel, 560 people received information about 
our church. We also went out and told them, “If 
you are hungry, come eat. Not only physically, 
but also spiritually!   Want food? Come!  Want 
fellowship?  Please come!” We have told them 
“We want to help you. We love you; come on in.” 
We told them in stores, in the streets, and for 
some in their homes. “Come let us help!”  Praise 
God they are coming. 
 
We as a church are going out to the world and 
that is what Jesus has said to do.  “Go, Go and 
make disciples.” If you haven't joined in yet, 
please come and unite with us in Christ. Touch 
one, touch many. Christ will lead the way.   
Bethel UMC is the catalyst to turn the Kitchen of 
Hope into a place of hope; hope for the rich and 
hope for the poor.  We can't be stopped now 
Christ is leading the way!   
 
Thank you to all those who have gone out with 
the Evangelism Team, and a big “Thank you!” to 
all those who have worked so hard with us on 
Saturday’s, setting up and cleaning up, cooking, 
donating food and praying for the Kitchen of 
Hope.  Jesus said whatever we do for the least 
we have done for him. Come and help us lead 
the way the way to Christ. We love you all and 
thank you for being you. 

 
Your Evangelism Team 
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Please remember Gerry Ingle, Mariem White 
and Betty Jodrey as they travel to Haiti after 
Christmas to spend two weeks there sharing 
God's love and working with the children at the 
TLC Barefoot School.  Work will continue on the 
library plus there will be time to share Jesus with 
the children as the ladies do Bible Class with the 
different grades each day.  The ladies appreciate 
their church family and the love and support 
given to them.  We are so happy and just 
praising the Lord that recently in connection with 
the Fruits of Faithfulness Study, four children at 
the TLC Barefoot School now have sponsors 
because of the love of Sunday School Classes, 
Small Groups, a family and individuals.  Mr. 
Nickson and Dottie also send their love and 
appreciation for these sponsors. 

Betty Jodrey 
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Hi everyone, for our January get together we are 
invited to the home of Don and Robin Carnahan, 
at 2822 St. Rt. 133 toward Williamsburg, on 
Friday, January 8th at 5:30 PM.  Robin is going 
to prepare the meal; three or four us could make 
a dessert to share.  Instead of taking trips like we 
did in the past, we have been able to really enjoy 
each others company and fellowship.  It is so 
good to get acquainted with couples from 
different services, and get to know each other 
better.  God bless each of you.  
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January 7 & 8, 2010 – 6:00 pm at  
Otterbein Lebanon Campus 
 Center Multipurpose Room 

585 N St Rt 741 
Lebanon, Ohio 45036 

Tickets: $15 per person,  
Dinner and Entertainment Included 

All Seats Reserved 
 

Two Evenings of performers in 16th Century 
costuming, featuring Christmas and authentic 
Renaissance music, the Otterbein Recorder 
Choir, Otterbein’s Renaissance Chorale and a 
harpist all perform.  Each night the meal 
culminates with the serving of flaming pudding 
and toast’s from the wassail bowl.   

For Reservations call: 
The Renaissance ‘Hot Line’ at 513-696-8575 

 
��� �� ���  

 

�
We thank Teresa Baudendistel of Bethel Floral 
Boutique for the flowers and balloons she offers 
to the church’s hospital and shut-in ministry.  
She saw a need and filled it.  The smiles I see 
on people’s faces are truly rewarding.  I wish all 
of you could see them too.  You can bless 
people when you “Show God’s Love.”  It may be 
in a different way, but with the same motive, to 
love one another. 
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Please join us as we welcome 2010 with a carry-
in dinner and a bagpipe concert.  The adult 
singles will be hosting this event on Sunday, 
January 17th. This event is open to anyone in 
the church.  The bagpipe player is Mr. Paul 
Calico. 
 
Paul is a lawyer in Cincinnati and learned to play 
the bagpipes while his daughter was taking 
Scottish dance lessons.  Mr. and Mrs. Calico 
attend the Presbyterian Church in Anderson.  
Often times, he gives the Sunday message while 
playing the bagpipes. The Lord has given him a 
talent for using the bagpipes as a means of 
sharing God's word.  This will be an awesome 
afternoon. 
 
The carry-in dinner will begin around 12:30 p.m.  
Mr. and Mrs. Calico have been invited to be our 
guest.  So find those mouth watering recipes that 
we all enjoy.  Meat dishes will be appreciated.  
We ask that each family bring two dishes to 
share. 
 
The bagpipe concert should begin between 1:45-
2:00 p.m., and will last for about an hour.  Dig 
out those Scottish kilts and mark your calendar 
for Sunday, January 17th.  Nancy Holcomb will 
be glad to answer any questions you might have 
about this event. 
 

 
��� �� ���  

 
 
 

 

   
 
Starting on Monday January 11th, at 7 pm, the 
Men's Small Group will begin a study on The 
Truth Project from Focus on the Family. It will be 
a 12 week DVD and discussion time looking at 
Who God says He is, who man is, What is Truth, 
Who did Jesus say He is, our culture, history, 
science, and other really fascinating aspects of 
living in God's Truth. We are sure you will enjoy 
this study as many have already. Call Glenn 
Beyer for more information at 734-2117. 

 
 

��� �� ���  
 
 
 

�
 
In the season of giving some giving just stands 
out. A grandmother was sharing about her 
grandson's interest in the church Love Boxes.  
He wanted to know the purpose and who was 
helped. After explaining the grandson went to his 
piggybank and generously gave from the heart.  I 
know God smiled down on that child, and 
rightfully so.  The grandmother was so proud. 
Christian charity and the spirit of Christ begins at 
a young age. The Mission Committee greatly 
appreciates all your acts of service and 
kindness. May you have a blessed 2010.    

Missions Committee 
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Sponsored by Council on Ministries 
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A father saw his small son sitting under a tree in 
his back yard. It was a chilly day and dark clouds 
were gathering. The child sat there looking as if 
he were depressed about something. He looked 
as if he was angry at the world. 
 
After seeing his son sit there for an hour, the 
father walked over to him.  The boy looked up 
with tears in his eyes.  The father knelt down 
beside him and asked him, “Why the sad face 
Son?”  With a whimper in his voice the boy 
replied, “Father, does God answer your 
prayers?”  The father answered, “Oh yes!”  He 
asked his son, “Why?  Have you ask God for 
something?”  “Yes the son said, I have been 
asking for mom to be made well. I have been 
asking that she be able to go with me to my 
basket ball games.  I want to hear her shout, ‘Go 
get hem Joey.’ I miss her smiling face. Why 
won’t God listen when I pray? He seems to 
answer you, doesn’t he?” 
 
The father sat on the ground beside his son and 
said, “Son I have prayed for marriages and they 
broke up, I prayed for life and it didn’t happen.  I 
prayed for babies and they died, and I have 
prayed for doors to be opened and they stayed 
closed.  Please don’t get me wrong son many of 
my prayers have been answered. I want you to 
understand that God does answer our prayers.”   
 
“He tells us that in Jeremiah 33:3 and James 
4:2, but he doesn’t always answer prayers the 
way we want him to. When God says no it is 
always for our best. It is easy to praise God 
when he says yes. Jesus went to the Garden of 
Gethsemane and prayed and God said no to 
him. Jesus asked him if possible to spare him 
from the cross.  God told his Son that he could 
not do that, and Jesus said, ‘I know that Father 
let not my will but your will be done.’” 
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“When we don’t get an answer or if the answer is 
no, we need to trust that he knows what is best 
for us.  We need to continue to have faith in him 
and believe he will help us.  In the most difficult 
of times you can trust God. The Lord spoke to 
my heart once and let me know that in my most 
difficult time I can trust him.”  The father told his 
son to keep praying and to remember to make 
the most of what we have and ask God for love 
and understanding. 
 
The young boys eyes lit up and he said, “Yes 
let’s give all our love to Mom and show her that 
we have faith in God and ask that His will be 
done!”  
  
The father told his son, “So many times we pray 
thinking that we will get a yes to our prayers.  
God loves us too much to say yes when it isn’t 
the best for us. He knows the future and will 
watch over us and keep us safe. He will walk 
beside us through the rough times. So have faith 
and trust in the One who knows. Continue to 
pray and talk to the Lord, He will do the right 
thing for us.”   
 
Let us all remember that even if the answer 
seems to be no, continue to trust the Lord and 
have faith in him.  He knows the future and 
knows what’s best for us. Keep praying and keep 
trusting. 
             
                                          Lee Braden / Evangelism 
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We had a wonderful Christmas Party; a couple 
new faces joined us. Thanks for joining us 
Jo and Cathy.  We had a total of twenty-two 
ladies present.   
 

January starts a New Year for us, so ladies of 
the church please feel free to join our group and 
have fun with us.  We do lots of mission 
outreaches and have lots of good fellowship.   
 

Schedule for 2010 .  
January No Meeting 
February Love Boxes for College & Military 
March Luncheon at Darlene Sloan’s 
April Easter cookie plates for our shut-ins 
May Mother/Daughter Banquet 
June Break for Summer 
July Eat Out Together 
August Break for Summer 
September Entertain Laurel & Felicity UMW.'s 
October Entertain Bethel Woods (there) 
November Shoe Boxes for Clermont 

Pregnancy Center 
December Christmas Party (secret sister's 

revealed) & fruit plates for our shut-ins 
 

So you can see we stay busy, please COME 
ONE AND ALL! 

Linda Davisson and Janet Bowdle, 
Coordinators 
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On behalf of the Sheppard family we send a 
heartfelt thank you to the Staff and Ministry for 
making Sam’s memorial so very special. 
 

Robin Sheppard Leonard 
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Rev. Bowdle: 
 
Thank you so much for your participation in our 
Joy of Adoption celebration!  The support our 
agency receives from Bethel United Methodist 
Church is truly a blessing, and is very much 
appreciated. 
 

Sincerely, Julie Jordan CCOJFS 
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Daytime:  Larea Grause  

 c/o bumcpray@gmail.com 
 
Evening: Bonnie Cochran  

 c/o bonniecochran56@msn.com 
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Beverly Gangwer   

 c/o bjgangwer@gmail.com   
Or call 752-5815 after 6:00 pm  
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Guiding Our Lives With Hope 
 

Hope opens doors 
where despair closes them. 

 
Hope discovers what can be done 

instead of  grumbling  about what cannot. 
 

Hope draws its power 
from a deep trust in God. 

 
Hope "lights a candle" 

instead of "cursing the darkness." 
 

Hope regards problems, small or large, 
as opportunities. 

 
Hope cherishes no illusions, 
nor does it yield to cynicism. 

 
Hope sets high goals 

and is not frustrated by repeated 
difficulties or setbacks. 

 
Hope pushes ahead 

when it would be easy to quit. 
 

Hope puts up with modest gains, 
realizing that "the longest journey 

starts with one step. 
 

Hope looks for the good in 
people instead of harping on the worst. 

 
May the GOD of HOPE fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in Him, that you 

may overflow with HOPE by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13 

 

 


