The “Chimes” — February 2010

Bethel United Methodist Church

402 West Plane Street -- Bethel, Ohio 45106
Phone: (513) 734-7201 -- Fax: (513) 734-7229
Email — bethelumc@fuse.net
Web page — www.bumcinfo.org

e |

C
B
3
m
o)

LsiIaoHLaANn

cccccc

Pastor's News and Views From Pastor Bowdle

February 17,2010 — Ash Wednesday Service -7:00 P.M. - This “Come-And-Go-As-You-Will”
service will be held in the Bethel UMC Chapel between 7:00 and 8:00 P.M. Come anytime during that
hour, and stay as briefly as you wish, or for the full hour, for meditation, prayer, quiet communion, and
marking of the forehead or hand with the sign of the cross of ashes.

New Members Classes Wednesdays, February 10, and 24 , from 6:30-8:00 P.M.

You are invited to meet in the Pastor’s office to hear key information about our faith, the United Methodist
Church, and the meaning of membership, so you can be well-prepared to make your decision about
membership in this church. The Wednesday classes coincide with Pioneer Club, which furnishes
children’s programming for your children during those same hours. Please contact Pastor Bowdle at
734-6786 or at RevBowdle @fuse.net to register for the two classes. New members will be received into
membership at the Joint Worship Celebration Service on Sunday morning , March 7, 2009, during any of
the morning services. If these evening classes are in conflict with prior commitments, let Pastor Bowdle
know, and he may be able to set up alternative meeting times for you.

Covered Dish Meal & “Sould Out Quartert” on Sunday Night March 7

™ A 6:00 P.M. Soup, Sandwich, Salad & Dessert meal together in the Fellowship Hall to warm our
hearts with fellowship and food on a winter evening.

" A7:00 P.M. music presentation by the Sould Out  Quartert. On Sunday night, March 7, at 7:00 pm,
the widely traveled "Sould Out Quartet” will present an evening of music in our Sanctuary. You, your
family and friends are invited to join us! Mark this night down on your calendar now!! Among the 2010
bookings listed on their web site at the time we scheduled them, Sould Out Quartet will appear in OH, FL,
NC, SC, GA, AR, IL, MO, IN, WV, KY, MI, NY, IA, NJ. And on 3/7, they'll be HERE!" A love offering will
be taken, and there will be an opportunity to secure CD’s of the group’s music. (See their photo on our
website at www.bumcinfo.org) Thanks to the Evangelism Committee for helping bring this concert to
the church. Use it as an opportunity to Bring a Friend!!

From a Handwritten Note of Thanks from West Ohio Co  nference Treasurer:

Bless you and the people of the Bethel United Methodist Church for your faithfulness in contributing
100% of your 2009 Conference Apportionments. You fed the hungry, clothed the naked, sheltered
the homeless, and visited the prisoners. (Matt. 25:31 ff.) You put hands and feet to the Gospel of
Jesus Christ across Ohio and around the world. Thank you for your love that casts out fear amid a
recession. May the Lord continue to bless your ministry.” R. Stanley Sutton - Conference
Treasurer (For the West Ohio Conference of the UM Church)
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Share the Cross "%
If you need a cross to give to someone to let them know that God loves Shal'e g,
the, and that you will be praying for them, see Lee or Brenda Braden or the a_"
one of the pastors. They have crosses available at the church for your (4

continuing use. CI‘OSS

Celebration of Love — February 14

On Sunday, February 14, our evangelism committee and pastor Bowdle are declaring a worship service
of a “Celebration of Love” in conjunction with Valentines Day. Special decorations will be present in our
entrances. My message will be on that theme, and a tiny token will be passed our as people exit to offer
a sweet reminder of God’s love that He wants us to receive and express.

P

Haiti Offering Received January 17 - In our 1/17 offering, $ 3,278 was received for Haiti relief
through UMCOR, the United Methdodist Committee on Relief.

Happy

(entine’s 7>
\NO“ Wy N2

For all you romantics, the Fun & Fellowship committee
is sponsoring a Sweetheart Dinner on
February 13 ™ at 5:30 pm
in the multipurpose room.
The dinner is being catered by
Chef Ann Biery from Cleveland, Ohio (Guy Marqguette’s sister).
The cost for this delightful evening is $20 per couple or $10 for singles.

Reservations will be taken on Sunday
January 24 " and Sunday January 31 .
We ask that you prepay when you make the reservation.
Child care will be provided along with drinks and snacks for the tikes.
Please feed them dinner before bringing them.
If you have any questions, please ask
Guy and Linda Marquette or Steve and Brenda Morehouse.
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| know what it is to be in need, and | know what it is to have plenty. | have learned the secret of
being content in any and every situation, whetherw ell fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in
want. | can do everything through him who gives me strength. Philippians 4: 12, 13 (NIV)

Paul...who else would be content to be in jail? Do you think he ever sat in prison and thought, “Wow, |
had it made before | became a follower of Jesus? If only | could go back to how it was before.” What
aboutyou? | have to admit, there have been times when | wasn’t content, but that was before | accepted
Christ. Did that ever make my situation better? Nope, in fact, | think | have gone through tougher stuff
since | gave my life to Jesus. | got rolled back in my job; losing money on the hour. Then I got laid
off...for 9 months, no extensions. When I did find work it was at Clermont Senior Services (a good place
to work) for $4 an hour; roughly what | had started at 22 years earlier. And, it was for 3 hours a day!

It was tough, to say the least. But, | had given my life to Jesus and | felt (I knew) it would work out. Did |
have days of unease? You bet. Was | frustrated with starting at the bottom, lower than when |
graduated from High School? Yup! Nevertheless, Dona and | have been blessed beyond belief. | can’t
tell it all here, but we have paid every bill, eaten our share, and been blessed with three grandchildren.
We have come to know some very lovely people here, and lost some dear ones also. Through it all, |
have tried to be content. But it seems like wherever | find myself, there | am. | can do all things through
Him. And, without Him | can do nothing. "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me
and | in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15: 5) Have | convinced
you to “believe” yet!? You decide. Could you be more content? Is there something, or someone, who is
talking to you in your spirit? Listen a little closer, it may be...Him. God bless.

o

Thanks to Teresa Baudendistel of Bethel Floral Boutique for the various
Man items they donate for the church’s hospital and shut-in ministries. People

@% Th ankKs can be blessed in this way and other ways as we continue to “Show God’s

%W Love.” If you have some more ideas, let me know. Pastor Steve.

When you make a habit of talking to Jesus about others, it's much easier
to talk to others about Jesus. Let’s give ourselves to the ministries of
Connecting others with Christ, and Engaging Evangelism!

Pastor Bowdle

—-5-



February Fun Stations

Our Bible Story for February will feature Jesus calling the children to him after the disciples tried to turn
the children away. Our February memory verse will be from Luke 18:16, “But Jesus called the children
to him and said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God
belongs to such as these.”

Children’s Outreach for February

Each month we plan to offer an opportunity for children to learn the joy of
sharing Jesus’ love with others. For February the children will be making
Valentines to share His love with others, including those who are attending
the Kitchen of Hope.

Pioneer Club

God is blessing us with a great year at Pioneer Club. We have a special group of children from our own
church plus many who do not attend church. It has been a blessing to see some families attend our
church after first coming to Pioneer Club. All children from age 3 through 7" grade are invited to attend.
We meet on Wednesdays from 6:30 — 8:00 p.m.

Pre-School Story & Activity Hour

All Pre-schoolers and their moms, dads, grandparents or other
caregivers are invited to a pre-school story and activity hour on
Tuesday, February 9, from 10:00-11:00 a.m. Please look for Janet
Bowdle in the church nursery. We will have stories, make a craft, play
a game and enjoy some refreshments together. There will also be a
visit from a puppet friend. We will have a Valentines theme as we
celebrate Jesus’ love for us.

Children’s Talent Show and Dinner — February 21
On Sunday, February 21, there will be a dinner at 5:00 p.m. followed by a
Children’s Talent Show at 6:00 p.m. Last year’s Talent Show was a blessing
as the children shared their talents. The whole church family is invited to join
in the fun. Children are invited to sing, play an instrument, share a poem, or
share another talent. There will also be an area to display collections and art
work. We want to celebrate the many gifts God has given our children.
Children, please sign up on the sign-up board by the stained glass dove if
you would like to participate. There will also be a sign-up sheet for those

attending so we can plan for food. Plan now to come and enjoy a great time together. A basket for free

will donations will be available if you would like to contribute toward the food costs.

Vacation Bible School July 12-16

“High Sea Expedition: Exploring the Mighty Love of God”

Plans are already being made for an exciting week of VBS. Please mark your
calendars for July 12-16 from 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 noon. Please let Janet Bowdle
know if you would like to help with the planning.
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The 50's and over will finally have their dinner at
the home of Dan and Robin Carnahan as was
originally planned for January but was snowed
out. Their home is on the corner across from
Minton's glass on St. Rt. 133, going out of Bethel
toward Williamsburg. Their house is the buff
brick on the right.

Robin is cooking the meal; we only need 3 or 4
couples to bring a dessert. We will meet at their
home at 5:30 PM on Friday, February 12.
Please put your name on the signup sheet. If
you have any other questions, you may call or
ask George or Ruth Ann Rooks.

George and Ruth Ann Rooks

To all adult singles of the church, bring your toe
tapping, finger snapping, and singing voices to
our February 28th old fashion gospel sing. The
music will be for those that like to sing-along and
perform solos. Lunch will be at 12:30 PM in the
fellowship room and the gospel sing will be
around 1:15 to 1:30 PM. Plan to attend!

The Mission Committee has met and welcomes
returning members and new members to the

-7 -

2010 Committee. Sadly we will miss our dear
member Fred Canter.

We are working on assignments for the mission
projects this year. We hope you will seriously
consider a mission work trip, attending Sunday
school, joining a small group, taking a class,
volunteering to work with our youth, sharing a
common interest, or whatever you think you
would like to do.

The committee wants to support work trips in the
tri-state area and elsewhere. There are a wide
variety of needs out there, from repairs, to
painting, donating clothing, and Bible School,
etc. Let us help you get started on a very
rewarding experience!

Terrie Koeppe & Margaret Miller, Co-Chairs

The city had become a place of hunger and
homelessness. There was no place to make a day’s
wage; so many people but so few jobs to go
around. For some families there wasn't’ even a
place to lay their heads, no place to keep warm,
and no place to call home. Ralph had lost his job
and now he and his family found themselves
homeless.

Ralph’s only possession was the automobile that
they were forced to call home when he decided to
move his family to the country ... a place he felt
they would be welcomed. He was moving them to
the small town where his in-laws lived. He believed
the people in this rural town would understand and
would warmly greet him, his wife and son Max, who
was ten years old. He just knew they would
welcome them with open arms. After using his last
twenty dollars to put gas in his car they began their
journey to what he hoped would be a new life for
them. Itwas summer so Ralph knew he could geta
job on one of the farms until he could find
something making more money.

Time went by so quickly. Then a week ... then a
month, when Ralph told his family, “This week we
will start going to the church in town.” It was a large



church and he had seen many go in and out with
their fine suits and nice dresses on. However, he
knew in his heart that there would be no problem
with the way he and his family were dressed. His
overalls had a torn pocket. His wife’s dress was
stained with berry juice, and Max’s pants had holes
in the knees. Their clothes were freshly washed
and that was all that mattered.

This particular Sunday happened to be the day for
the annual church picnic. After the service Ralph
and his family waited to be invited to the picnic but
no one so much as said hello to them. The tables
set up behind the sanctuary were laden with food to
eat. Fried chicken, potato salad, homemade bread,
and many deserts covered the tables. He had
never seen so much food at one dinner.

Ralph and his family walked to a bench that was
placed away from the crowd. With youthful
exuberance Max started encouraging his Dad to
eat. “Look at all the food! What are we waiting
for?” Max reminded his Dad that the preacher had
already announced a welcome to all, “Didn’t he
Dad?” “I heard him myself say if you didn’t bring
food you are still welcome.”

As Ralph sat with his family, he overheard some
men talking. “There was a new family at church this
morning.” “Not the ones with the filthy clothes, but
the ones with the nice car and nice clothes.” Why
would good church people say such a thing? He
felt ashamed of his and his family’s appearance. He
had never felt this way before. Why did he come to
this place? Why did he think that he would be
welcome?

Just then he felt a hand touch the top of his
shoulder and a voice say, “lI saw you folks sitting
here from our church across the street.” We are
having our new member’s luncheon and wandered
if you would like to join us.” “We would love for you
and your family to come share our meal.” Do you
think Ralph and his family went with the man from
the other church? Wouldn't you?

I hope | never see a church like the first one. | feel
we at Bethel United Methodist Church are like the
man that welcomed the family to his new member’s
lunch. James 2:1-7 speaks about people like this
and James 2:17 tells us, So you see, it isn't
enough just to have faith. Faith that does not
show itself by good deeds is no faith at all —it
dead and useless.

S
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Christ is coming back for His church. | wonder
what he has in store for those without works. | feel
there are many crowns in heaven and we will be
able to tell what our works were here on earth by
the crown we will be given to wear. Just like
someone in the military has stripes on their uniform
or medals on their chest we will be known for our
deeds.

Lee Braden, Evangelism

Congratulations to the American Heritage Girls
for doing a great job in the window decorations
for the Down-Home Christmas. In the 13 and
under category 1st place went to the 5th and 6th
grade girls for decorating Frisch's, 2nd place
went to the 3rd grade girls for decorating Skyline
Chili, and 3rd place went to the 2nd graders for
decorating the Post Office. In the 13 and over
category, our Pioneer/Patriots took 3rd place for
decorating IGA! Great job ladies.

Daytime: Larea Grause
c/o bumcpray@agmail.com

Evening: Bonnie Cochran
c/o bonniecochran56@msn.com

# ! $
Beverly Gangwer
c/o bjgangwer@gmail.com

Or call 752-5815 after 6:00 pm




We are just getting in the end of year
information. | have briefly analyzed the
information and it appears that our giving total
for 2009 was $498,885. This is very good
despite the fact that it was less than our budget.
For 2009, we had two different budget totals due
to some mid-year changes. Our overall annual
budget for all intensive purposes was $515,213.
Comparing our budget vs. our giving, this would
indicate a shortfall in income of $16,328. We
only had five months through the entire year
where we met or exceeded our budgeted need.

However, we are so blessed to have staff and
ministry chairpersons who are frugal with the
Lord’s money. While our current fund balance is
below where we started 2009, it remains strong
at $59,578 at the end of 2009. We count our
blessings and give God all the praise for meeting
our needs.

As shared for the last couple of months, we have
adopted a budget of $513,040 for 2010. This
reduces our weekly need to $9,867 which was
our original budgeted need for 2009. PLEASE
continue to offer prayers for the Finance
Committee as we embark on this New Year!

If you have questions or suggestions for the
Finance Committee, please contact Debby
Redden 513-734-6567 (2nOI Service).

2010
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Many thanks to all who helped make folks feel
welcome in 2009. 2010 comes with a new
Hospitality Committee. Each service will have a
coordinator this year.

8:00 AM - Tom & Linda Millman

9:30 AM - Kathy Weaver & Laura Hebbard
10:45 AM - Bonnie and Dwight Bogard.

The Young Women's Small Group has
volunteered to do clean up of coffee pots,
etc. each Sunday.

Denise Strimple will continue to represent the
group at committee meetings and also
coordinate any activities for the committee.

Please feel free to contact any of these people if
you want to participate at a particular service.
We STILL have a few vacancies and there is
always a need for backup people to cover
illnesses and vacations, etc.

GENERAL RESPONSIBILITIES :

*All on the committee  will provide assistance at
the Hospitality Brunches.

*Entrance Greeters and Welcome Center
Attendees:

Please report between 20-30 minutes prior to
service times and remain at your posts until
the service begins.

Please assist with opening and holding
doors.

Please be ready to assist those with special
needs, etc, to get out of cars when pulled up
under the canopy.

8:00 AM Welcome Center attendees are
responsible for setting out 4-6 welcome gift
cups. (These are in the sound room; back
cabinet on the left.)

Assist and give direction to Sunday School
classrooms, bathrooms, etc. If there are
two people working at the Welcome
Center please TAKE _ visitors and first time
attendees where they need to go. You can



also request an Usher to assist them.

The Sunday School Information Board is

directly across from the Welcome Center and
has classroom numbers for each class.

Parents asking about Sunday School classes
for their children, should be directed to the Multi-
purpose Room to register their children for the
appropriate Sunday School class. This includes
children going to the nursery, 0-2 years of age.

*Sanctuarv Greeters

Please report between 20-30 minutes
prior to service times and remain at your
posts until the service begins.

Greet and hand out bulletins; these are
stored in the small buffet under the clock.
Offer assistance for those with special
needs. This might include getting an
Usher to assist with seating. Hearing
assistance devices are at the sound
board if anyone asks you if we provide
them.

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES THAT REQUIRE
GREETERS:

If an activity that requires greeters occurs on the
week you are assigned (Sunday evening or
during that week), we would like you to greet at
that event as well (plays, concerts, special
programs, children events). This “automatic”
coverage will assure Pastor that there are
greeters without the Committee calling around to
get help. If this is a conflict, please let Denise
know so that the corrected information gets to
the Church. Thank you all for being such a
loving church body.

Denise Strimple

-10 --
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Many times we judge things by the way we
understand them at the moment. Such as, is
something clearly black or white, can | touch it,
or can | believe it if | cannot see it? The success
of the Kitchen of Hope is one of those things that
cannot be easily measured. Our numbers have
been between 20 and 72 people coming in for
meals on Saturdays. This of course is something
that we can see; something that can be
accounted for in numbers. But, do numbers
matter? My answer to this is, “No in this case
numbers don't matter.” Let me give you a couple
of examples so you can understand why | feel
the way | do.

On a recent Saturday while working at the
Kitchen God placed on my heart a need for a
banner advertising the Kitchen that we could
place outside the church for people to see. |
was feeling a little down at the time. | am
convinced there is such a need in our community
for our help. 1 realized | was only focusing on
myself and not on God. | prayed and asked God
to please show me that this is what He wants me
doing.

| did not know that at the same time my daughter
had put a notice on her Facebook account that
our church had a need for a banner for the
Kitchen of Hope. Miracles do happen! Less
than twelve minutes latter God answered my
prayers and lifted me up. A printing company
responded back that they would like to donate
the banner at their cost! That was great however
the best was yet to come.

A lady with four children had been coming to our
Kitchen each week. Like so many other people
today she and her children are in need of help.
She works but her income isn't enough to buy
the many things that they need just to get by in
life. As she began to talk to us about her
situation we found out more. Even though
Christmas was coming in a couple weeks, she



had very little food at home to eat, and needless
to say she had very little money to buy
Christmas gifts for her four children. We asked
her if we could buy gifts for her children, but she
told us that her children were really, "in need of
socks and underwear." Her immediate need
was not as much about the extra things such as
toys etc.

The kitchen of Hope saw their need. Some of
our volunteers bought gifts for the family. A
Sunday School class here at BUMC also gave
them gifts and took dinner to their home on
Christmas day. God's love was shown not only
by volunteers from the Kitchen of Hope but also
by the rest of our church as well.

This struggling mother of four young children
was so amazed by the love of our church that
she in turn took a lady into her home that had
nowhere to go. In her words, “Your church has
been so good to me and my family that | wanted
to, “pay it forward” so | felt led to take her in."

This is what success at the Kitchen of Hope is all
about, not numbers, not self-satisfaction or
personal glory, and definitely not pride. Our goal
in being successful is to give hope and help one
person at a time. Our goal is not only to provide
those in need with a good healthy meal and a
warm loving place to go to at least one day a
week. We also want to provide a place in God’s
house where people can come to share their
problems and know His love for them. It is also
our goal to serve not only the people from out in
our community, but also the people in our church
as well.

As | said it's not about the numbers of people.
We want to be instruments for Christ showing
the world His love. We want to feed the hungry,
to lend an ear, and to hear and share the
everyday problems that so many of us are now
experiencing in our lives. And most of all it is to
give hope where it may seem there is none.
“This is to my Father's glory, that you bear
much fruit, showing yourselves to be my
disciples.” John 15:8

| want to take this opportunity to thank my
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awesome Kitchen of Hope team for their
dedication and hard work. You are the ones that
are making this happen. Serving Jesus through
the Kitchen of Hope,

Brenda Braden

*+ +

This is another friendly invitation for you to join
one of our adult Sunday School classes. | think
getting involved in one of these classes helps
you to get better acquainted with your church
family. This is where many friendships are
formed. The topic, class time, teacher’'s names
and locations for each class are listed here for
you to look over. They can also be found in each
Sunday Bulletin.

Please do not be intimidated by going into a
class that has already started studying a certain
topic. The teachers will welcome you regardless
of when you come. There is always time to offer
praise and express concerns and grow from
bible study discussions.

Class: Studying Topics in the Scriptures

Time: 9:30 AM

Leader: Larry Pelfrey

Where: Chapel

This class studies scripture from the Bible and
does not use study guides. The class is very
casual and everyone is encouraged to
participate.

Class: Purpose Driven Life

Time: 9:30 AM

Leaders: Melissa Cooper & Betty Jodrey
Where: Room 210

“We welcome anyone anytime.” We are reading
The Purpose Driven Life, by Rick Warren, and
we learn something new every week. Please
come and learn and laugh with us as we all look
at what Jesus is doing through us.

Class: Romans

Time: 9:30 AM



Leaders: Sue Hauck & Lois Luyster

Where: Room 211

Our class just started to study, Romans. Thisis a
wonderful book and we are taking our time to get
as much out of it as we can. Everyone is
welcome to join us.

Class: Ruth. Esther and David

Time: 9:30 AM

Leaders: Mollie Bailey & Bill Krody

Where: Room 212

We have completed the Book of Ruth. We are
now studying about King David. If you are not in
a Sunday School class we invite you to join us.

Class: Being a Good Samaritan

Time: 10:45 AM

Leader: Brenton Guy

Where: Room 209

This is series about how we can all be Good
Samaritans in our everyday living.

Class: Letters from Peter

Time: 10:45 AM

Leader: Steve Fultz

Where: Room 211

We are currently studying 2 Peter. We go
through the Bible, verse by verse in a
conversational style, looking at the meaning and
the culture of the time, then seeing how that
applies to our lives today. We study books of
the Bible, as well as subjects and events, but
they are always rooted in His Word. Our class is
open to anyone any time!

Class: Love is a Way of Life

Time: 10:45 AM

Leaders: Bobby and Debby Redden

Where: Room 212

Love is a Way of Life, is a book written by Gary
Chapman. In it the author shows how genuine
love can direct your interactions with other
people; leading to positive change in their lives
and yours.

Dorothy Abrams, Sunday School Supt.
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Let's all help our Bethel United Methodist Church
Family this year. The Social Concerns Committee
would like to continue to expand our Helping Hands
Program. As you all may remember, we created a,
“Needing and Able to Help Box.” Originally, this
program was implemented to encourage
communication between those that needed help
with a small or large project and those in our church
family that could provide these services. Itwas our
plan that both parties would benefit. Those of us
who own or work for a business that could meet a
requested need could offer our service at a
discounted rate. Or we could simply donate our
time and skills. The recipients would be blessed
with the guarantee of honest workmanship.

In 2010 the Committee would like to expand the
Helping Hands Program to include help with small
jobs as well as any kind of, “odds and ends” need.
Some examples might include: once a year raking
of leaves for an elderly or disabled church family
member, a widow who may have something as
simple as a towel rack that needs to be repaired, or
help with hanging shower curtain, a family in need
of a blanket, bed, table, etc. We will be posting
needs in the Narthex by the Helping Hands Box as
well as posting them in the Chimes. If you see
someone with a need and you would like to donate
your time to help them please do so. This can be a,
one-time donation of your time or it can be more of
a commitment. It is up to you; whatever you are
able to do. Please place your name in the box and
specify how you would be able to help.

Please do not hesitate to help because you are
unable to do so, on a regular basis. Each time you
are able to help, your one set of hands, or one
giving of your heart and time adds up. We are a
family, and members of a family help each other out
in times of need. Please feel free to e-mail Beth
Adams at beth@sfalpines.com, if you have any
guestions, concerns, or you have an emergency
need no matter how small. God bless you all,

Social Concerns Committee
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Dear Church Family:

0 #

Thanks for making my Christmas season
special. First | would like to thank the choir and
all others that helped with the musical for so
beautifully presenting such a lovely program.
It was such a marvelous beginning to my
Christmas season. Next | want to thank the
U.M.W. for their treat of a delightful basket of
fruit. Also | truly enjoyed the little ones that
came caroling, and the adults to. To all who
sent cookies, cards, or warm thoughts to me, |
thank you very much and | wish you all a blessed
2010 New Year!

Love Mildred Myers

We would like to thank all our wonderful Church
family for the calls, cards, flowers, and visits
during this time at the loss of Dennis’ Dad.

We would like to thank Pastor Bowdle, Janet
Bowdle, the Agape Committee, and my
Wednesday night small group for all being
Jesus’ hands and feet. Your love was truly felt.
God Bless,

Dennis and Melissa Cooper & Sons,
Willie and Beth & her family,
(Den’'s Mom and Sister)

1 2

Following up on Pastor Bowdle's sermon series
and the congregation wide reading of the Five
Fruitful Practices devotional, the Administrative
Board and Council on Ministries at their annual
leadership retreat focused on the practice of
intentional faith development as a foundation for
engaging evangelism. Through  study,
discussion and prayer, we were led to put
emphasis on the expansion of opportunities to
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deepen the faith of those currently connected
with Bethel UMC and introduce Christ to those
not yet here in 2010. Thanks to God's leading
and presence, exciting ideas and practical
suggestions were offered and adopted.

Thank you to all who participated in the retreat
and especially to Denise Strimple for organizing
breakfast, as well as Melinda Camrey, Brenda
Braden and all those preparing food and serving
others through the Kitchen of Hope. Thank you
for including us.

The Administrative Board and Council on
Ministries encourage your prayers for God's
continued direction and wisdom so that we may
follow His lead. Keep your hearts and eyes open
the Spirit is on the move! God's blessings,

Kathy Freudenberger

The prayers of the congregation are requested
by the Council on Ministries for direction and
possible support and interest in establishing care
ministries in 2010. Some areas of need
suggested at our recent retreat included support
and encouragement for

Single parents,

Those dealing with illness, especially
cancer

Those living through grief

Challenges of the "sandwich generation”
Joblessness

Responses could include small group formation,
short term groups, mentoring, targeted Bible
studies, etc.

Please share your ideas/interest/need with any
COM or ministry staff member. Thank you all,

Kathy Freudenberger - COM
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